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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LUSAKA 02387 121408Z 

47 

ACTION AF-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INR-01 PA-01 /005 W 

080636 

O 121334Z SEP 76 

FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4008 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 2387 

FOR IBS/NCA COVERAGE 
PASS IBS/PA, PASS IPS 
STATE FOR AF/S AND AF/E 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

LUSAKA, SEPTEMBER 1 1 - THE FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN 
TODAY'S ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL, THE GOVERNMENT-OWNED NEWSPAPER: 

QTE IF THERE IS ONE MAN WHO HAS CHOSEN TO LIVE IN A FOOL'S PARADISE, 

IT IS THE PRIME MINISTER OF SOUTH AFRICA, MR. JOHN VORSTER. 

WHEN THE WORLD HAS BEEN TELLING HIM DURING THE PAST TWENTY YEARS 
THAT HIS APARTHEID POLICIES WERE LEADING SOUTH AFRICA TO TOTAL 
DESTRUCTION, HE DID NOT WANT TO BELIEVE IT. 

WHEN THE RIOTS STARTED IN JUNE THIS YEAR, HE STILL DID NOT WANT 
TO BELIEVE THAT SOUTH AFRICA WAS ON FIRE. 

AND EVEN NOW THAT THE COLOUREDS HAVE JOINED THE BLACKS BY OPENLY 
CONDEMNING THE APARTHEID SYSTEM, MR. VORSTER STILL SPEAKS WITH 
THE TONE OF A MAN WHO DOES NOT WANT TO BELIEVE THAT HIS HOUSE 
IS ON FIRE. 

HE STILL TALKS OF STERN ACTION AS THOUGH THOSE HE WARNS HAVE NOT 
YET LOST BLOOD. 
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THERE WAS A TIME WHEN REBEL LEADER IAN SMITH BOASTED HE COULD STEM 
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THE TIDE OF BLACK NATIONALISM. AT THAT TIME HE TALKED BIG LIKE 
MR. VORSTER IS TALKING BIG TODAY. 

BUT SMITH IS TODAY A MAN WHO HAS BEEN REDUCED TO HIS SIZE. WHEN A 
MAN RESORTS TO SUCH DESPERATE ACTION AS CONSCRIPTING 16- 
YEAR-OLD YOUTHS, THEN YOU KNOW THAT MAN IS AT THE END OF HIS 
TETHER. 

SMITH IS REALISING TOO LATE THAT THERE IS NO WEAPON IN THE WORLD 
WHICH CAN DEFEAT A MAJORITY WHEN IT HAS THE WILL TO FIGHT 
EVEN WITH STONES. 

THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA, THE BLACK PEOPLE THAT IS, ARE NO 
LONGER IN THE MOOD TO PLAY GAMES WITH APARTHEID. THEY WANT IT 
DISMANTLED. IF MR. VORSTER CANNOT DISMANTLE IT, THEY WILL 
HELP HIM TO DO SO. 

PIECEMEAL PALLIATIVES LIKE THE ONES HE IS NOW PASSING ON TO 

THE COLOURED COMMUNITY ARE NOTHING MORE THAN MORSELS FROM THE 

MASTER S TABLE. THEY WILL BE REJECTED. 

WHAT THE BLACK PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA WANT TODAY IS THE SHARING 
OF POWER WITH THE WHITE MAN. 

IF MR. VORSTER DOES NOT REALISE THIS OR DOES REALISE IT BUT 
REFUSES TO ACCEPT IT AS FACT, THEN HE WILL HAVE TO LEARN TO 
LIVE WITH VIOLENCE WITH THE BLACK RACES IN SOUTH AFRICA UNTIL 
THERE IS MAJORITY RULE IN THAT COUNTRY. 

IF MR. VORSTER WANTS TO BE A REALIST, HE MUST ACCEPT THE FACT THAT 
THERE WILL HAVE TO BE MAJORITY RULE IN SOUTH AFRICA AT ONE TIME 
OR ANOTHER. 

IN THE PAST, IT HAS ONLY BEEN THE BLACK PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN 
TRYING TO PASS ON THIS MESSAGE TO THE WHITES. 

AFTER TWENTY YEARS OF UNINTERRUPTED APARTHEID RULE, THE COLOUREDS 
HAVE ALSO COME TO AGREE WITH THE AFRICANS. 

IF THERE IS TO BE NO CHANGE SOON, SOUTH AFRICA MAY FIND HERSELF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 LUSAKA 02387 121408Z 

ENGAGED IN GUERRILLA WARFARE AND IN A PROTRACTED WAR WHICH THE 
BLACKS WILL HAVE TO WIN IN END. 

WHAT MR. VORSTER MUST UNDERSTAND IS THAT THE CIVIL STRIFE WHICH 
HAS STARTED WILL ONLY STOP WITH MAJORITY RULE. WHAT THE 
AFRICAN PEOPLE WILL NOT GET THROUGH 
NEGOTIATION THEY WILL GET 

THROUGH VIOLENCE AND THROUGH THE BARREL OF THE GUN. UNQTE. 
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ITEM USIS LUSAKA. 

BURNS 
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NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, APARTHEID, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 SEP 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LUSAKA02387 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760344-0315 
From: LUSAKA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760969/aaaacgyc.tel 

Line Count: 117 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vandyklc 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 FEB 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 FEB 2004 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <26 AUG 2004 by vandyklo 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: n/a 

TAGS: PFOR, ZA, SF 

To: USIA 

Type: TE 
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